
Elements of 
Poetry

In
“Being Brought from Africa to America”



STANZA

Similar to paragraphs in other types 
of writing

How lines of a poem are grouped 
together and separated from other 
lines of the poems by a space.



THEME

A main idea in a work of literature.

A theme is not the same as a 
subject.  The subject of a work can 
usually be expressed in a word or 
two: love, childhood, death. A 
theme is an idea or message that 
the writer wishes to convey about
that subject.



TONE

The attitude a writer takes toward his 
or her subject, characters, and 
audience.  

For example, a writer’s tone might be 
humorous or passionate and sincere.  
When people speak, their tone of voice 
gives added meaning to what they 
say.  Writers use written language to 
create effects similar to those that 
people create with their voices.



IRONY
A situation, or a use of language, 

involving some kind of incongruity or 
discrepancy; the contrast between 
actual meaning and the suggestion of 
another meaning.

VERBAL IRONY-meaning one thing and 
saying the opposite of what is 
intended

DRAMATIC IRONY-a device by which 
the author implies a different meaning 
from that intended by the speaker



METAPHOR

A comparison between two unlike 
things in which one thing becomes 
another thing.



SIMILE

A comparison between two unlike 
things, using a word such as like, as, 
than, seems, appears, or resembles.



PERSONIFICATION

A figure of speech in which an object 
or animal is spoken of as if it had 
human feelings, thoughts, or 
attitudes.



CONNOTATION

What a word suggests beyond its basic 
definition

The tones or implications that a word 
or phrase may carry with them 
distinguished from their denotative 
meanings.



ALLUSION

A reference, explicit or implicit, to 
something in another work of 
literature, art, or in history.



RHYME
The repetition of sounds at the end of 

words.

RHYME SCHEME

The pattern of end rhymes.



REPETITION

Refers to sounds, words, or phrases 
that are repeated



PUN

A pun is a play on words in which a 
humorous effect is produced by using 
a word that suggests two or more 
meanings or by exploiting similar 
sounding words having different 
meanings.



SYNECDOCHE

Synecdoche is a literary device in 
which a part of something represents 
the whole or it may use a whole to 
represent a part.



NARRATIVE 
POETRY

a form of poetry that tells a story, 
often making use of the voices of a 
narrator and characters as well; the 
entire story is usually written in 
metred verse. Narrative poems do 
not have to follow rhythmic patterns.



IAMBIC 
PENTAMETER

A foot is an iamb if it consists of one 
unstressed syllable followed by a 
stressed syllable, so the word remark 
is an iamb. Pent means five, so a line 
of iambic pentameter consists of five 
iambs – five sets of unstressed 
syllables followed by stressed 
syllables.



HEROIC COUPLET

a traditional form for English poetry, 
commonly used in epic and narrative 
poetry, and consisting of a rhyming 
pair of lines in iambic pentameter.



IMPERATIVE

Imperative is defined as a 
requirement or an order.

In poetry, when an author writes using 
an imperative style, they are telling 
their audience how to think, act, or 
feel.


